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Campaigning mother honoured
Jane Plumb, joint founder of charity Group B Strep Support, has been awarded an MBE for services to Child Healthcare in the 2012 New Year Honours List in recognition of her work to prevent potentially deadly group B Streptococcal infection in newborn babies. 

Jane said: “I’m delighted to be awarded this honour by Her Majesty the Queen," said Jane. "I was stunned when I received the news.  This award recognises the unswerving commitment of all Group B Strep Support’s many supporters and medical advisors over the last 15 years and that of my amazing family.  I’m incredibly proud of everything we have achieved together so far.  Sadly, there is still so much more we need to do.  Babies will continue to suffer and die needlessly until routine antenatal care in the UK includes informing women about group B Strep and offering them sensitive testing late in pregnancy, as is done in so many other countries.”  

Jane and her husband Robert started Group B Strep Support in 1996 just weeks after the death of their second son, Theo, from group B Strep infection. At the time there was no information available on group B Strep for parents, there were no UK guidelines on preventing group B Strep infection in newborn babies, and group B Strep was almost entirely unheard of among parents-to-be and many health professionals. 

Today, Group B Strep Support supplies a range of leaflets for parents and health professionals throughout the UK.  It works with the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, the National Institute of Clinical Excellence, the National Screening Committee and other national bodies on improving guidelines on preventing GBS infection in newborn babies.  
A recent opinion poll1 conducted by ComRes on behalf of Group B Strep Support revealed that nine out of 10 young women want a national screening programme to detect group B Strep (GBS) in pregnant women.  A total of 92% of women surveyed believe screening should be routinely offered to women in the later stages of pregnancy.  The same percentage would also like information on the infection to be given to all pregnant women, while 95% believe antibiotics should be offered in labour to women carrying group B Strep.

Jane is currently working on a petition to the Prime Minister asking that information and sensitive testing for group B Strep to be made freely available to all pregnant women routinely during their antenatal care. Please support the campaign by signing the petition at http://www.gbss.org.uk/epetition.
Jane added: “Recent UK research2 shows that testing pregnant women for GBS late in pregnancy, and treating all those whose babies are at higher risk of developing GBS infection, would not only save lives but would save the Government millions of pounds a year. GBS infection is usually preventable, and I want every mother to have the opportunity to protect her baby from it.”
Debbie Slater, Chair of Group B Strep Support, said "I am thrilled and extremely proud of Jane's award.  It is certainly no less than she deserves.  Jane's unrelenting dedication and unerring efforts during the last 15 years created Group B Strep Support and she has steered it to become the well-established and highly esteemed charity it is today.  Jane always does over and above what is needed and approaches each day with the same positive spirit that she had when starting the charity.  Jane's inherent kindness and special qualities are felt by everyone who contacts or supports the charity.  She deals with tragic stories with amazing compassion.  Jane's modesty is another reason why she deserves this award; she is always first to recognise everyone else's achievements and show so much appreciation for the efforts of others whilst shying away from the lime-light.  Thanks to Jane's efforts and that of others, so many more people are aware of group B Strep and consequently lives are being saved.  Unfortunately, others still suffer the consequences of GBS and we will continue to support these families and to strive for change so these tragedies can be avoided.  Above all, Jane's never ending energy and inspiration drives the charity (and me) forward.  Her selfless devotion has meant that GBSS has achieved so much. 

Jane always manages to say the right things to fire my enthusiasm and zest to tackle things I would never have imagined possible.  I love working with her and look forward to a lot more exciting times for Group B Strep Support during 2012."

For more information about group B Strep, contact Group B Strep Support, tel: 01444 416176 or go to www.gbss.org.uk
Ends.

[image: image1.png]


For more information about GBS, an interview with and/or hi-res photograph of Jane Plumb or to speak with other families who have experience of GBS infection in newborns or with the charity’s medical advisors, please contact:

Jane Plumb, Chief Executive, Group B Strep Support (pictured)
Tel: 

01444 416176

e-mail:

jplumb@gbss.org.uk
Debbie Slater, Chairman, Group B Strep Support

e-mail:

dslater@gbss.org.uk
Notes to editors:

1. ComRes interviewed 1,000 20-35 year old women in the UK online between 28th October and 1st November 2011.  Data was weighted to be demographically representative of 20-35 year old women in the UK.  The full data tables are available at www.comres.co.uk.

2. Recent UK research papers finding sensitive testing and treating women in labour whose babies are at higher risk of developing GBS infection with antibiotics is both cost and clinically effective:
· Prenatal screening and treatment strategies to prevent Group B Streptococcal and other bacterial infections in early infancy: cost-effectiveness and expected value of information analyses.  HTA. August 2007.  T Colbourn, C Asseburg, L Bojke, Z Philips, K Claxton, AE Ades and RE Gilbert; 
· Cost-effectiveness of rapid tests and other existing strategies for screening and management of early onset group B Streptococcus during labour.  Brit J Obstet Gynaec.  November 2010.  B Kaambwa, S Bryan, J Gray, P Milner, J Daniels, KS Khan, TE Roberts, Daniels J, Gray J, Pattison H, Gray R, Hills R, Khan K on behalf of the GBS Collaborative Group
· Intrapartum tests for group B Streptococcus: accuracy and acceptability of screening. BJOG 2010; DOI: 10.1111/j.1471-0528.2010.02725.x
· Prenatal screening and treatment strategies to prevent Group B Streptococcal and other bacterial infections in early infancy: cost-effectiveness and expected value of information analyses.  HTA. August 2007.  T Colbourn, C Asseburg, L Bojke, Z Philips, K Claxton, AE Ades and RE Gilbert. 

3. GBSS has launched an epetition calling for better prevention of group B Strep infection in babies in the UK.  http://www.gbss.org.uk/epetition 
4. GBS is a normal bacterium carried by up to 30% of adults.  It can be passed from mother to baby around labour.  This causes no problems for most babies: for others can be deadly, causing blood infection, pneumonia and meningitis.  
5. Group B Strep is the most common cause of life threatening infection in newborn babies.  In the England, Wales & Northern Ireland, the incidence of these infections has increased by almost 50% since the introduction of the Royal College of Obstetricians & Gynaecologists prevention guidelines in 2003 (http://www.rcog.org.uk/womens-health/clinical-guidance/prevention-early-onset-neonatal-group-b-streptococcal-disease-green-) .  All data sourced from annual Commun Dis Rep/Health Protection Rep articles found on www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/StreptococcalInfections/EpidemiologicalData/  

6. A number of private medical laboratories provide sensitive testing for group B Strep – the packs containing the necessary swabs are supplied free, with the postal service for carrying out the test costs around £32.  See http://www.gbss.org.uk/test for the availability of sensitive testing following the Health Protection Agency’s BSOP58 from private laboratories.  GBSS has no links/ receives no money from any laboratory.  

7. Group B Strep Support (GBSS) is a UK charity set up to prevent GBS infection in newborn babies.  Jane and Robert Plumb founded GBSS following the death of their second child, Theo, from GBS in 1996; they had a healthy child, Camilla, in August 1998.
8. Group B Strep Support provides information and support to families and health professionals affected by GBS.  It is the UK’s only charity dedicated to the prevention of group B Strep infection in newborn babies and provides comprehensive and reliable information on group B Strep, both printed and online.  Group B Strep Support is supported by an independent medical advisory panel http://tinyurl.com/GBSS-MAP. 
