SUGGESTED LETTER TO YOUR MP – IF YOU DON’T WANT TO TYPE THIS OUT, A DRAFT CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE UNDER NEWS & EVENTS, THEN CONTACT YOUR MP – www.gbss.org.uk (please contact us if you can’t find it).

INSERT YOUR ADDRESS HERE

INSERT YOUR MP’S NAME HERE 
(you can check this at www.upmystreet.com/commons/ )
The House of Commons

London 

SW1A 0AA

INSERT DATE HERE

Dear INSERT YOUR MP’S NAME HERE

Preventing Group B Streptococcal (GBS) infection in newborn babies

As my constituency MP, please would you help prevent GBS infections in newborn babies?

What’s the issue?  GBS is the most common cause of life-threatening infection in newborn babies in the UK, infecting an estimated 700 babies per year.  Approximately 75 of these sick babies die, and another 40 or so are left with permanent mental or physical damage as a result.  And, according to figures published by the Health Protection Agency in 2008, the incidence in England, Wales & Northern Ireland is increasing both overall and for the usually preventable early-onset GBS infection – increases of 27% and 15% respectively since 2003 when preventative measures were introduced.
What can be done?  GBS infections in newborn babies can be dramatically reduced by offering testing for GBS to all pregnant women and then giving intravenous antibiotics during labour to those who carry GBS, those who have previously had a baby with GBS disease, and those with other recognised risk factors.  Such testing and other measures have been found to work and adopted in other European countries and the US where the incidence of GBS infection has fallen dramatically – in the US by 70%.

What we’d like you to do.  Please would you do all you can to help move this issue forward.  Perhaps you would be willing to table a written question on this subject, or organise an adjournment debate to establish why we are not more proactive in this country at preventing these potentially devastating infections in newborn babies?
There is an online petition at http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/GroupB/ which asks the Prime Minister for woman to be offered the chance to be tested for GBS.  Please do show your support by signing this petition.  This will help to ensure this matter is addressed … and help save babies’ lives.

Please could we meet?  I would very much like to meet with you to discuss this further and to explain in more detail why I’m so committed to this issue.  In brief, my story is …. 
I enclose some information about GBS for your information.  If you would like any further information, please do contact the charity, Group B Strep Support (www.gbss.org.uk or 01444 416176) and I know they will be delighted to help you in any way they can.

Thank you in advance for your time and your assistance and I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

INSERT YOUR NAME HERE
Enc.  Briefing Sheet ‘Preventing Group B Strep Infections in babies – Summary Background Information’
