19 December 2007
Campaigning mother wins charity award
Jane Plumb, Chairman and founder of the charity Group B Strep Support, has won a Nationwide Award for Voluntary Endeavour. The Award is recognition of Jane’s work raising awareness about the potentially deadly group B Streptococcal infection in newborn babies and its prevention. 

Jane said: “I’m delighted to accept this Award. I’m so proud of everything Group B Strep Support has achieved so far, but there is so much more we need to do. Babies will continue to die needlessly until informing women about group B Strep and offering them sensitive testing late in pregnancy forms a routine part of antenatal care in the UK, as it is in so many other countries.”  Jane was presented with her award by Nationwide Chief Executive Graham Beale and TV Presenter Nicholas Owen at a glittering ceremony at Lord’s Cricket Ground (photo attached).
And last month Jane was also Short-Listed for the Beacon Prize for Leadership – the Beacon Prize is one of the world's top charity awards, described by Prime Minister Gordon Brown as the 'Nobel Prize of the charity world' and to have been short-listed from the thousands of nominations is a huge achievement.  Jane was presented with her award by her MP, Nicholas Soames (photo attached).
David Cameron said: “I am delighted to hear about these Awards, which are richly deserved.  Jane has worked incredibly hard over the last eleven years.  Her efforts have sparked a huge increase in public and clinical awareness.  She has supported hundreds of families affected by group B Strep infections and her work has undoubtedly saved babies lives.”
Jane and her husband Robert Plumb founded Group B Strep Support following the death of their second son Theo from a group B Strep infection in 1996. At the time there was no information available on group B Strep for parents, there were no UK guidelines on preventing group B Strep infection in newborn babies, and group B Strep was almost entirely unheard of among parents-to-be and even many medical professionals. 

Today, Group B Strep Support supplies a range of leaflets for parents and health professionals throughout the UK. It work with the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, the National Institute of Clinical Excellence and other national bodies in developing guidelines on preventing GBS infection in newborn babies. Jane is currently busy preparing for delivering a petition to the Prime Minister asking for information and reliable testing for group B Strep to be made freely available to all pregnant women as a routine part of their antenatal care. You can support the campaign by signing a petition at http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/groupbstrep.

Jane added: “New research has shown that testing all pregnant women for GBS, and treating those found to be at higher risk, would not only save lives but would save the Government £37 million a year. GBS infection is preventable, and I want every mother to have the opportunity to protect her baby from it.”

For more information about group B Strep, contact Group B Strep Support, tel: 01444 416176 or go to www.gbss.org.uk
Ends.

For more information about GBS, interviews with Jane Plumb, with other families who have experience of GBS infection in new-borns, or with the charity’s medical advisors, contact:

Jane Plumb, Chairman, Group B Strep Support

Tel: 

01444 416176




e-mail:

jplumb@gbss.org.uk
Notes to editors:

1. The Nationwide Awards for Voluntary Endeavour recognises individuals and groups throughout the UK who have made an outstanding contribution to their local community. Set up by Nationwide, the scheme has support from the Heritage Lottery Fund, Business in the Community, WILVA, NICVA and SCVO.  

2. Beacon is a charitable organisation set up to encourage individual contributions to charitable and social causes and to celebrate and showcase best practice in giving.  Previous winners include Jamie Oliver and Sir Bob Geldof.

3. Dr Chris Steele, resident GP on ITV’s This Morning, is Patron of Group B Strep Support. If you would like a photograph of Dr Steele or an interview, please contact Jane Plumb, as above.

4. Two private medical laboratories provide reliable testing for GBS. Packs containing the necessary swabs can be obtained free, and a postal service for carrying out the test costs around £32.  Contact Mullhaven Medical Laboratory 01234 831115 or info@mullhaven.co.uk, or The Doctors Laboratory 0207 307 7373 or gbs@tdlpathology.com. GBSS has no links/ receives no money from any laboratory.  

5. Group B Strep Support (GBSS) is a UK charity set up to prevent GBS infection in newborn babies.  Jane and Robert Plumb founded GBSS following the death of their second child, Theo, from GBS in 1996; they had a healthy child, Camilla, in August 1998.

6. The research referred to in this press release was published on 11 September 2007 in the British Medical Journal and can be found at  http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/bmj.39325.681806.ADv2?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=group+B+streptococcal&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HWCIT Prenatal Screening and treatment strategies to prevent group B streptococcal and other bacterial infections in early infancy: cost-effectiveness and expected value of information analyses.  Authors: T Colbourn, C Assseburg, L Bojke, Z Philips, K Claxton, AE Ades & RE Gilbert

7. David Cameron MP has tabled three Early Day Motions asking the Government to facilitate full implementation of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists’ (RCOG) national GBS guidelines, and urging the Department of Health to ensure reliable testing for GBS carriage in pregnancy is urgently made available on the NHS. 

