Overleaf is a suggested press release to help you tell your local press about what you are doing for Group B Strep Awareness Week 2007.  We have prepared the following suggestions for how you could go about this:-  
Tips for using the press release and approaching your local media
Use the internet or phone book to look up phone numbers for local newspapers, radio and TV stations. Call and ask for the name and e-mail address of the health correspondent or for the newsdesk e-mail address. 
Timing and embargoes
For TV, radio and daily or weekly newspapers, send your press release out a week or two in advance. We want maximum media coverage during the awareness week, so the press release is embargoed until 3 December 2007 – this means journalists shouldn’t use the story before this date.

Follow-up calls

A couple of days after you’ve sent out your press release, call the journalists you’ve sent it to. This gives you a chance to explain in more detail why your story might interest them and to offer them an interview. 

Organising a photo-call

Choose a location that’s easy to get to, with plenty of space, and if you’re outside have a contingency plan in case of rain. Write a photo-call notice to send to picture editors and TV stations.  This will be like a very short press release:-  

· Write PHOTO-CALL NOTICE at the top. 

· Use a catchy headline that sums up the visual opportunity, eg: “Local volunteers tackle a baby killer.’’  In one or two paragraphs explain who, what, where, when and why. 
· Don’t forget to include full details of the location, a map and parking information. 

· Phone picture desks a day or two before the event to make sure it’s in their diaries. 

At your event, have copies of the press release ready to give journalists. Take photos yourself too – if no-one turns up you can e-mail your photos to picture editors. 

Interviews

If you’re doing a radio or TV interview, find out if anyone else is being interviewed with you, and whether it’s going to be live or recorded.  Don’t talk jargon (Group B Strep, and Group B Strep Support, not GBS and GBSS) and talk slowly. Think about two or three key points that you’d like to get across and make sure you say them eg:-
1. Most group B Strep infections in newborn babies are preventable
2. Pregnant women must be informed about group B Strep so they can make decisions about what is best for them and their baby.
3. If I’d known about group B Strep during my pregnancy, then ….. (or some other personal point)
Other opportunities

Letters pages, radio phone-ins, hospital radio, company newsletters, NCT, village and church newsletters, nurseries, schools, crèches …. where else could you publicise Group B Strep Awareness Week?

Last but not least - When you do get media coverage, try to ensure the contact details for Group B Strep Support are given, so that concerned viewers/listeners/readers can find out more, and try to get the petition address included too.

If you need any further help or advice with media work, please contact Group B Strep Support’s publicity officer Emma Stone at emmakstone@yahoo.co.uk or the Group B Strep Support office on 01444 416176   or info@gbss.org.uk 
SUGGESTED PRESS RELEASE FOR YOUR LOCAL PRESS

Embargoed until 3 December 2007

Group B Strep Awareness Week 2007

Monday 3rd – Sunday 9th December

LOCAL VOLUNTEERS TACKLE A BABY KILLER

Group B Streptococcus (GBS) is a deadly but usually preventable infection that affects 700 babies each year in the UK, killing 75 and leaving 40 with permanent brain damage. Staggeringly, many medical professionals are unaware of how GBS infection can be prevented, and most pregnant women have never heard of it. (Names of local maternity hospitals) have received information packs about GBS as part of the national Group B Strep Awareness Week activities organised by the charity Group B Strep Support (GBSS). 

Local volunteer/s (your name/s) is/are supporting Group B Strep Awareness Week 2007 by (doing what?). (Your name/s) got involved with charity Group B Strep Support after (very brief outline of your experience of GBS or other reason for getting involved).

(Your name) said:

“(insert quote about 3 lines long about why you think it is so important that people become more aware about GBS).”

Group B Strep Support is campaigning for pregnant women to be offered a reliable test for GBS on the NHS. At the moment, the test is only available privately at a cost of around £32. Eighty per cent of GBS infections could be prevented if those women found to be most at risk were offered antibiotics from the onset of labour. To support the charity’s campaign, sign the petition at http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/groupbstrep.

Dr Chris Steele, Patron of Group B Strep Support and resident GP on ITV’s This Morning said:

“Testing for GBS should be freely available to every pregnant woman. And all medical professionals involved in antenatal care must know how most GBS infections can be prevented.”

For more information about GBS contact Group B Strep Support at www.gbss.org.uk or by calling 01444 416176.

Ends.

Further enquiries:

For more information on (yourself/your story and/or your Group B Strep Awareness Week activities) contact:

(your name, phone and mobile numbers, e-mail address if you check it regularly)

For more information about GBS, interviews with local families who have experience of GBS infection in new-borns, or with the charity’s medical advisors, contact:

Jane Plumb, Chair, Group B Strep Support

Tel: 

01444 416176  
e-mail:

jplumb@gbss.org.uk
Notes to editors:

1. A press pack about Group B Strep Awareness Week 2007 is available, including information about GBS and Group B Strep Support as well as case studies and quotes from celebrity supporters. Please contact us, as above.

2. GBS is the most common cause of life-threatening infection in newborn babies in the UK.  GBS is a normal bacteria carried by up to 30% of adults.  It can be passed from mother to baby around the time of labour. For most babies this causes no problems: for others it can be deadly, causing blood poisoning and meningitis.

3. Testing women for Group B Strep during pregnancy could save the government £37 million a year – an article in the British Medical Journal, September 2007, reported that most group B Streptococcal (GBS) infection in newborn babies could be prevented by changing current best practice.  The report found that offering testing for group B Strep carriage to all pregnant women was the most cost effective option, with antibiotics being offered in labour where GBS is found.  (Prenatal screening and treatment strategies to prevent group B streptococcal and other bacterial infections in early infancy: cost effectiveness and expected value of information analyses.  Author T Colbourn, C Asseburg, L Bojke, Z Philips, K Claxton, AE Ades & RE Gilbert, BMJ online 11th September 2007)

4. Reliable tests for GBS are only readily available from two private laboratories in the UK and from a handful of NHS hospitals.  Packs containing the necessary swabs can be obtained free, and a postal service for carrying out the test costs around £32, from:

Mullhaven Medical Laboratory on 01234 831115 or info@mullhaven.co.uk
The Doctors Laboratory on 020 7307 7373 or at     gbs@tdlpathology.com.
PAGE  
1
Group B Strep Support


www.gbss.org.uk

01444 416176


