22 March 2007

TV’s Dr Chris Steele announced as 
Patron of Group B Strep Support

Dr Chris Steele, resident doctor on ITV’s This Morning, has become the first Patron of charity Group B Strep Support (GBSS).  GBSS hopes his involvement will help raise greater awareness of group B Streptococcus (GBS), a deadly but usually preventable infection that affects 700 newborn babies each year in the UK.

Known and trusted by millions, family GP Dr Steele is renowned for his practical and open approach to airing medical issues in the media.  Dr Steele has written about GBS in the press and interviewed families affected by GBS on ‘This Morning’.  He strongly believes all pregnant women should be informed about GBS and that they should be offered sensitive testing for GBS on the NHS. 
Dr Steele says:

“Ultimately I’d like to see every pregnant woman in the UK offered a reliable test for GBS on the NHS – this test is a routine part of antenatal care in many countries including Australia, Canada, Spain and the USA.  Until then, raising awareness is the key to saving babies’ lives.  I’d urge any pregnant woman to get informed about GBS, and get tested.”

more/

/continued

One in three people carries GBS.  GBS can be passed from mother to baby around labour and delivery - for most babies this is harmless, in others it causes blood poisoning, meningitis and pneumonia.  A simple test, costing just £32, can show whether a woman is at higher risk of passing this bacterium to her baby and, if she is, she should be offered antibiotics in labour to protect her baby.  But most pregnant women in the UK have never even heard of GBS, and many medical professionals are ill-informed.

GBSS founder and Chair, Jane Plumb, said:

“I am delighted that Dr Chris has agreed to be a Patron of GBSS.  His contribution will be invaluable - his involvement will help raise greater awareness about GBS and save more tiny lives.”

Dr Steele has signed an on-line petition calling on the government to introduce routine testing for GBS on the NHS.  Add your name at http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/groupbstrep.

Ends.

Further enquiries:

For more information on GBS, to interview families affected by GBS or speak with the charity’s medical advisors, contact Jane Plumb, Chairman, Group B Strep Support. 
Jane Plumb

Tel: 

01444 416176

e-mail:

jane.plumb@gbss.org.uk
Notes to editors:

1. For a photograph of Dr Chris Steele, contact Jane Plumb.

2. Group B Strep Support (GBSS) is a UK charity set up to prevent GBS infection in newborn babies.  Jane and Robert Plumb founded GBSS following the death of their second child, Theo, from GBS in 1996; they had a healthy child, Camilla, in August 1998.

3. GBS is the most common cause of life-threatening infection in newborn babies in the UK.  Without preventative medicine, GBS infects up to 700 babies a year, killing an estimated 75 and leaving 40 with serious long-term mental or physical problems.

4. GBS is a normal bacteria carried by up to 30% of adults.  It can be passed from mother to baby during labour – for most babies this causes no problems: for others it’s deadly, causing blood poisoning and meningitis.  A sensitive test to detect GBS late in pregnancy, routinely used in other countries, is not widely available on the NHS.  Screening with this test method - and giving intravenous antibiotic injections during labour to women whose babies are at higher risk - would prevent up to 80% of GBS infections in newborn babies.  Currently only 3,000 UK women are tested a year using this test – less than 0.5% of pregnant women.

5. Sensitive tests for GBS carriage are only readily available from two private laboratories in the UK and from a handful of NHS hospitals.  Contact GBSS for details of the laboratories from which they are available.
6. Most pregnant women have not heard of GBS.  Please publish the charity’s web-site address: www.gbss.org.uk and/or telephone number: 01444 416176.

7. David Cameron MP has tabled three Early Day Motions asking the Government to facilitate full implementation of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists’ (RCOG) national GBS guidelines, and urging the Department of Health to ensure reliable testing for GBS carriage in pregnancy is made available urgently on the NHS. 
8. GBSS has no links nor receives any money from any laboratory.  GBSS wants sensitive tests for GBS carriage available routinely to all pregnant women on the NHS.  Until it is, it is supporting RCOG’s national GBS guideline for a risk-based approach.

9. GBSS and Pregnancy & birth magazine have launched a joint petition calling on the Government to introduce routine sensitive testing for GBS on the NHS.  See http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/groupbstrep.

